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Personal data

Name: VITTORIO

Surname: CISNETTI

Date of birth: 03rd October 1997

Nationality: Italian

Address: Corso Belgio, 46 — 10153 Torino (TO), ITALY

Institution: Alma Mater Studiorum University of Bologna (Italy), Department of History, Cultures,
and Civilisations (Dipartimento di Storia, Culture e Civilta - DiSCi) — Ancient History section

Position: Ph.D. student in Historical and Archaeological Sciences — Memory, Civilisations, and
Heritage (Scienze Storiche e Archeologiche — Memoria, Civilta e Patrimonio)

Supervisor: Prof. Alice Bencivenni, Universita di Bologna
Co-supervisor: Prof. Robert Rollinger, Universitat Innsbruck
Other supervising profile: Prof. Anna Cannavo, MOM — Université Lumiére Lyon 2

E-mail: vittorio.cisnetti2@unibo.it (Bologna) / vittorio.cisnetti@univ-lyon2.fr (Lyon)

Telephone: +39 3348666336

Education

e Master’s Degree in Historical Sciences
Date: 28/04/2022
At: University of Turin (Italy), Department of Historical Studies
Title (English translation): Ruling the “Bitter River”. The Origins, the Models, and the First
Developmental Patterns of Achaemenid Sea-power in the East Mediterranean
Supervisor: Prof. Gianluca Cuniberti (gianluca.cuniberti@unito.it)
Grade: 110/110 cum laude
Acknowledgements: report of merit, recommendation for publication

e Bachelor’s Degree in History
Date: 12/11/2019
At: University of Turin, Department of Historical Studies
Title (English translation): The Imperial Policy of Artaxerxes Il. Aims, Strategies, Instruments
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mailto:vittorio.cisnetti@univ-lyon2.fr
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and Devices of Achaemenid Power during the First Half of the 4th Century B.C.
Supervisor: Prof. Elisabetta Bianco (elisabetta.bianco@unito.it)
Grade: 110/110 cum laude

Fields of research

Late Archaic and Classical Greek History (6th - 4th centuries B.C.)

History and epigraphies of Cyprus in the Archaic and Classical Ages

History of the Ancient Near East (Levantine area, Late Bronze Age and 1st millennium)
History of the Persian Achaemenid empire

World views, spatial concepts, and power strategies around the “great sea” by the continental
empires

Connections and entanglements of the Greek world with the lands and peoples of the East
Mediterranean

The long Persian Wars: clashes and encounters between the Greek hegemonies (Athens, above
all), the Achaemenid empire

History and existence of ancient Cypriot, Cilician and Levantine communities under Persian
Achaemenid rule

Greek sea warfare; structures and activities of Persian fleets

Phoenician epigraphy and language in the motherland and in Cyprus

Models and practices of political management in the western and Mediterranean satrapies of
the Achaemenid empire

Historiographies of Graeco-Persian relations; interests of classical writers (historians, rhetors,
poets) for the Levantine events, and comparisons/integrations with the local sources

Affiliations

October 2023: Member of the Centre d’Etudes Chypriotes (CEC, MOM - HiISOMA, Lyon,
France)

March 2023: Member of the Asociacion Internacional Geography and Historiography in
Antiquity (GAHIA, Sevilla, Espafia)
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February 2022: Vice-President of Arma Virumque A.P.S. (Torino, Italia)
November 2021: Member of the Societa Italiana di Storia Militare (SISM)

December 2020: Co-founder of the journal Arma Virumqgue — Rivista universitaria torinese di
Storia Militare

Acknowledgements

October 2023: Winner of the 2023 Doris Post Essay Prize in Herodotean Studies, with a paper
titled: Cambyses’ Fleet. Herodotus on the First Naval Endeavour of the Persians and Its
Features

June 2023: Winner of the Prize for ‘Best Graduates’ at the University of Turin (Italy)

April 2022: Recommendation for publication of the Master Degree’s thesis

Talks

Dates: 02-04/09/2022

Conference: 1st edition of the Military History School — Scuola di autoformazione per
laureandi e dottorandi in Storia Militare

Title of the speech: | preparativi militari della Persia achemenide. Tra ragioni del dominio,
circostanzialita e ricezione greca

At: Castello di Montecuccolo, Pavullo nel Frignano (MO), Italy

Dates: 05-06/06/2023

Conference: IV Student Conference - Storie in circolazione. Forme e limiti degli scambi
dall’antichita all eta contemporanea

Title of the speech: 1l ‘sistema marittimo’ del Mediterraneo orientale achemenide. Interessi
e impatto del potere persiano su un litorale interconnesso

At: Universita di Pavia, Pavia, Italy

Dates: 10-12/10/2023

Conference: International Ph.D. Conference TEKMHPIA, 1 - Greci in eta arcaica: istituzioni,
interazioni, tradizioni

Title of the speech: Sulla ‘talassocrazia’ dei Ciprioti in eta arcaica: una propensione
marittima di lungo corso e le sue cristallizzazioni storiografiche

At: Universita degli Studi di Salerno, Fisciano (SA), Italy

Date: 25/10/2023



Conference: Presentation of the winning paper of the 2023 Doris Post Essay Prize

Title of the speech: Cambyses’ Fleet. Herodotus on the First Naval Endeavour of the Persians
and Its Features

At: Herodotus Helpline (online)

Dates: 17-19/01/2024

Conference: 20th Melammu Workshop - From Athens to Samargand. Spatial Perception in
Antiquity from the Eastern Mediterranean to the Taklamakan Desert

Title of the speech: A ‘Central Frontier’ in the Sea. Cyprus as a Maritime Ideal Edge and
Strategic Outpost in the Archaic and Classical Ages

At: Universitét Innsbruck, Innsbruck (Austria)

Date: 27/02/2024

Conference: Seminar cycle on Rivolte, rivoluzioni, small wars e misure di counterinsurgency.
Prospettive diacroniche di Storia Militare e riflessioni metodologiche

Title of the speech: Una comoda ribellione? Evagora di Cipro e il ‘fronte occidentale’
dell’impero achemenide

At: Comitato di Formazione in Storia Militare SISM (online)

Date: 23/05/2024

Lecture: within the programme of the Master’s Degree course in Storia Greca: Fonti e Metodi
(Prof. Daniela Marchiandi)

Title of the speech: Evagora di Cipro: un ‘eroe’ per ‘due mondi’? Questioni e fonti su un
evento mediterraneo

At: Universita degli Studi di Torino, Torino, Italy

Date: 27/05/2024

Conference: Giornata di studi del Dottorato in Scienze Archeologiche, Storiche e Storico-
artistiche, sezione di Storia ed Epigrafia Greca - Dipartimento di Studi Storici dell’Universita
degli Studi di Torino

Title of the speech: ‘Servizio navale’ e ‘sistema marittimo’ nel Mediterraneo orientale
achemenide

At: Universita degli Studi di Torino, Torino, Italy

Dates: 06-08/06/2024

Conference: 1st Military History Consortium

Title of the speech: The Karians and the Cypriots as Naval Subjects of the Achaemenid Great
Kings

At: Lancaster University, Lancaster (United Kingdom)

Dates: 13-15/06/2024

Conference: 2024 War in the Ancient World International Conference (European Part)

Title of the speech: Phoenician Naval Warfare at the Service of the Persian Kings: ‘Eastern’
and ‘Western’ Epigraphic Insights

At: Universitat Graz, Graz (Austria)

Date: 27/06/2024



Conference: Seminar cycle on Tecniche e spazi della guerra navale dall’Antichita ai giorni
nostri: conflitti, politica, economia ed evoluzione tecnologica — Storia Antica

Title of the speech: Gli strumenti per la «conquista del mare» (Hdt. 111 34,4). Le origini del
potere navale achemenide

At: Comitato di Formazione in Storia Militare SISM (online)

Dates: 12-14/09/2024

Conference: International Conference Il mare e i suoi spazi nella riflessione storica e
filosofica dall’eta antica all’eta contemporanea

Title of the speech: 1l Mediterraneo degli Achemenidi: una frontiera? Il mare come limite e
obiettivo dell espansione persiana (VI — 1V secolo a.C.)

At: Universita degli Studi di Bari Aldo Moro, Bari, Italy

Date: 29/10/2024

Lecture: within the programme of the Colloquium Brunense-Oenipontanum

Title of the speech: The Rising Tide of the Barbarians: Greek Views on the Building of Persian
Naval Power in the Eastern Mediterranean and the Aegean (ca. 530 — 480 B.C.)

At: Masarykova Univerzita, Brno (Czech Republic)

Dates: 12-13/12/2024

Conference: 7th edition of ClassicaMente — Dialoghi senesi sul mondo antico — Identita in
movimento

Title of the speech: Identita marittime (non) negoziabili. Fenici e Ciprioti agli occhi dei Greci:
sfondo storiografico e ‘deviazioni’ epigrafiche (V — 1V secolo a.C.)

At: Universita di Siena, Siena, Italy

Dates: 08-10/01/2025

Conference: 1X Seminario Avanzato di Epigrafia Greca (SAEG 2025)

Title of the speech: I/ «trofeo» ‘greco-fenicio’ di Kition e i suoi modelli. Conone, Evagora,
Milkyaton, (Artaserse): la trasmissione di una formula culturale ed epigrafica nel
Mediterraneo orientale agli inizi del 1V secolo a.C.

At: Universita degli Studi Roma Tre, Roma, Italy

[Forthcoming]: Dates: 29-31/05/2025

Conference: 2025 War in the Ancient World International Conference (European Part)

Title of the speech: Double-Dealing, Desertion, or Plans for Local Power? 4 ‘dynasty of
traitors’ across the troubled Mediterranean satrapies of the Achaemenid empire in the early
4th century B.C.

At: Universitat Minster, Munster (Germany)

Publications

Vittorio Cisnetti, «La ‘legge della conquista’ achemenide e i preparativi militari dei Persiani.
Necessita documentaria, necessita regia e necessita sul campo», NAM (Nuova Antologia
Militare) 4, 14, 2023 (marzo 2023), pp. 5-78. DOI: 10.36158/97888929568271



Vittorio Cisnetti, «Recensione a B. Pestarino, Kyprion Politeia, the Political and
Administrative Systems of the Classical Cypriot City-Kingdoms, Brill, Leiden-Boston 2022»,
Storicamente 19, 2023, sez. Biblioteca, n. 8. DOI: 10.52056/9791254694794/08

Vittorio Cisnetti, «Néag mapeiyovto. Modelli ed esperienze storiche alle origini della visione
greca sulla struttura delle flotte achemenidi», Historika 13, 2023, pp. 11-52. DOI:
10.13135/2039-4985/10321

Vittorio Cisnetti, «Sulla ‘talassocrazia’ dei Ciprioti in eta arcaica. Una propensione marittima
di lungo corso e le sue cristallizzazioni storiografiche», in C. Nastri, M. Polito (a cura di),
TEKMHPIA, 1. Greci in eta arcaica: istituzioni, interazioni, tradizioni. Atti del Convegno
Dottorale Internazionale di Storia greca. Universita degli Studi di Salerno - Fisciano, 10-12
ottobre 2023, LED, Milano 2024, pp. 93-117. DOI: 10.7359/1711-2024-cisv

[Forthcoming]: Vittorio Cisnetti, «Cambyses’ Fleet. Herodotus on the First Naval Endeavour
of the Persians», Syllogos (2025)

[Forthcoming]: Vittorio Cisnetti, «A Central Frontier “In the Midst of the Sea”. Cyprus as a
Maritime Ideal Edge and Strategic Outpost in the Archaic and Classical Ages», in
Proceedings of the 20th Melammu Workshop — Innsbruck, January 2024 (2025)

[Forthcoming]: Vittorio Cisnetti, «Recensione a J. Nash, Rulers of the Sea. Maritime Strategy
and Sea Power in Ancient Greece, 550 — 321 BCE (De Gruyter Studies in Military History,
8), De Gruyter, Berlin — Boston 2024», NAM (Nuova Antologia Militare), 6, 22, 2025

[Forthcoming]: Vittorio Cisnetti, «Il “trofeo” greco-fenicio di Milkyaton a Kition: modelli e
“fattoidi”», SAEG Journal, 1, 2025.

Language skills

English
Reading: C2
Listening: C1
Writing: C1
Speaking: C1

French
Reading: C2
Listening: C1
Writing: B2
Speaking: B2

German
Reading: A2

Advanced skills in reading, writing and translating Ancient Greek and Latin



e Basic knowledge of Old Persian and Phoenician languages and scripts



